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Before you read the poems in Follow the Silence, click on the Marc Harshman AHWIR weblink at https://www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/harshman/, and explore the information about West Virginia’s Poet Laureate and the 2024 One Book One West Virginia Common Read Author. See what you can learn about Harshman as Children’s Literature author, as well as about the poetic style and the meaning of his poetry. Click on the essay about Harshman’s work and career, “Poetry All Around Us,” as well as the interview posted on the Teaching Resources Link. Is Marc Harshman a native West Virginian? In what ways is his poetry Appalachian?  Click on the Events link and note when and where he will be in the Eastern Panhandle and on the Shepherd campus in particular. Notice the variety of events that are planned around his work and attempt to attend as many of these events as you can.
As you read Following the Silence, this year’s state common read volume, think about how important nature and the physical world are to Marc Harshman, and note how nature and the “things” of nature are key to our understanding the universe and our place within the scheme. As the poet attempts to discern the meaning of life and explore our place in the scheme of the natural world, what “things” from nature appear to offer most enlightenment: the big and powerful or the small and seemingly insignificant? Similar to the Appalachian poet Marilou Awiakta, Harshman believes we should “listen” to the natural world around us for what it can tell us about ourselves. How does this idea connect with the title of the collection. Harshman has much to say about the utility of the poet and/or the visual artist—what is their usefulness? Why does Harshman use the image of the “cat burglar” to describe how the poet shares his knowledge? How is Harshman’s poetry similar to the Romantic poetry, particularly the poetry of John Keats? Harshman is keen that all poetry should be read aloud; pick out a poem from Following the Silence and prepare to read it aloud and share your understanding of what it means.
